As | write these words, that 

is the number of dead from 
COVID-19 in the U.S. over the last 
four months. And as we send this 
magazine to the printer, as it 
winds its way through the postal 
system, as it sits on your table 
for a week until you can get to 
it-by the time you read this, 
that number will be even higher. 
Over 1,000 people a day are still 
dying because of a government 
that refused to act in order to 
curtail the massive death toll it 
was warned about. 


Meanwhile, protests have erupted 
across the nation in response to 
the killing of George Floyd by 
Minneapolis police. Black Lives 
Matter activists and their allies 
have been subjected to countless 
instances of unprovoked violence 
in response: beatings, rubber 
bullets, tear gas, and brazen 
attempts to run over protesters 
with police vehicles. This is the 
government rushing to act; 

a massive mobilization of force 
to put down an uprising. 


WE DIDN'T HAVE ENOUGH PPE, BUT 


WE SURE HAD 


ENOUGH 


RIOT 


Both of these events are 
revealing deep inequities in 
our country, exacerbated by a 
president whose incompetence 
and ruthlessness has left more 
people dead than anyone 
imagined. It has made it more 
clear than ever that what is 
truly essential work in society 
isn’t valued beyond its ability 
to fuel economic gains for a 
small elite. It has revealed to 
many that the police are not 
only racist, but militarized, 
empowered to kill, and 
seemingly unaccountable. 


This issue is about power- 
how our proximity to it 
changes our lives and limits 
our potential. In it, we examine 
whose history is represented 
in DNA tests, who controls 
our power grid, new organizing 
efforts, and how the pandemic 
has disrupted lives in 
disparate ways. 


Power can be wielded through 
action or inaction in order to 
preserve itself. We have seen 
the devastating results of both 
approaches this year, from 
callously allowing thousands to 
die to repressing thousands of 
others asking for equal rights. 


As the death toll from COVID-19 
continues to rise and Trump 
pushes for the military to 
“dominate” our cities, things 
have felt incomprehensibly 
bleak. But power is being 
interrogated more than | have 
ever seen in my lifetime, from 
sexual assault to the climate 
change movement to public 
health disparities. As | watch 
our current crises unfold | see 
more people being radicalized 
to notions they wouldn't have 
entertained even a few months 
earlier. Unionize. Cancel the rent. 
Abolish the police. 


BEHEAD 


BILLIONAIRES. 


That last one hasn’t quite caught 
on yet, but I’m pushing for wide 
adoption by the end of social 
distancing, when we can all get 
a little closer to power. 


MATT Bors 


Matt Bors 
Editor and Publisher 
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into the Trump era to the 

2020 pandemic, we've collected 200 pages 

of our best political cartoons and satire on our 
dystopian hellscape. Featuring interviews and 
work from more than two dozen Nib cartoonists! 
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DISPATCHES 


ON JULY 24, 2019, RICARDO ROSSELLO BECAME 
THE FIRST PUERTO RICAN GOVERNOR TO 
LEAVE OFFICE BEFORE ELECTIONS, AFTER 
A LEAKED CHAT EXPOSED HIM AND OTHER 

MEMBERS OF HIS ADMINISTRATION AS 

HOMOPHOBIC AND MYSOGINISTIC BROS. 


DESPACHO DE LAISLA DEL ENCANTO 


So riINGUZn Summer 
: by Rosa Colon Guerre 


PUNDITS DISMISSED THE PROTESTS, 
ARGUING THE SUMMER OF 2019 WOULDN’‘T 
HAVE A LASTING IMPACT ON POLITICS. 


They were wrong. 
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WHILE THE POPULAR DEMOCRATIC PARTY (PPD) 
HAS FADED INTO THE BACKGROUND, HOPING 
PEOPLE WILL VOTE FOR THEM BY DEFAULT. 
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WOMEN ARE STILL A MINORITY IN PUERTO } 
RICAN POLITICS, BUT ADRIANA GUTIERREZ 
COLON IS LOOKING TO CHANGE THAT. 


Just as we protested, we 
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ANDRES GONZALEZ BERDECIA WAS INSPIRED ¢ § 
TO RUN FOR THE SENATE FOR THE 
INDEPENDENCE PARTY. 


DESPACHO DE LAISLA DEL ENCANTO 


DISPATCHES FROM EXILE 


ROYAL REMNANT Sa 


The heirs of lost kingdoms end 
up in some pretty strange places. 
u 


Ahmad Shah Khan, the current 
head of the Afghan royal 
family ousted in a 1973 coup, 
is now a poet in Virginia. 


The last of the Solomonic dynast: 

of emperors who ruled Ethiopia for 

two millenia is a former canter 

named Zera Yacob Amha Selassie. 

The Conquering Lion of the Tribe | 
} of Judah currently lives in Houston. | 
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Yi Seok, eldest heir of the deposed 
Korean imperial family, became a 
singing sensation in the 1960s. 
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He now promotes 
tourism in the country 
“This forefathers ruled. 


Simeon Saxe-Coburg-Gotha became 
Bulgaria's last tsar when he was only 
nine years old, but a Soviet coup 


deposed and exiled him in 1946. 


50 years later he returned and 
J& proceeded to win a four-year 
erm as prime minister. 


Gyanendra Shah became king 
of Nepal in Zool after his 
nephew, the crown prince, 
murdered the rest of the royal 
family before committing suicide. 


BAND 6 697 a. 0355 SW. 


Some countries even have more 
than one claimant! Two different 
royal lines lay claim to Iran, and 
both heirs are based in the US. 
eo) WIZ = 
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Qajar dynasty 
claimant Pahlavi dynasty 
(lives in Texas) claimant 


’ (lives in Maryland) 
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The descendents of the last Aztec 
emperor were granted a title and pension 
by Spain in 1624 which they still hold 
almost 400 years later. Current heir Juan 
José Marcilla de Teruel-Moctezuma y 
Valcarcel lives in a nice house in Spain 
that comes with the pension. 


France does one better, with three 
rival royals to its imperial throne, 
unoccupied since the end of the 
Second Empire in 1870, 
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DISPATCHES FROM EXILE 


DISPATCH FROM INFINITY AND BEYOND 


OF PLUTONIUM 


AND FL 


INSTEAD, SPACECRAFT BUILDERS USE 
NUCLEAR "BATTERIES" CALLED RADIOISOTOPE 
THERMOELECTRIC GENERATORS CRTGS), WHICH 
CONVERT THE HEAT FROM RADIOACTIVE 
MATERIAL INTO ELECTRICITY. 


THE NEW HORIZONS PROBE TO 
PLUTO, THE CASSINI MISSION 
TO SATURN, AND THE MARS 
CURIOSITY ROVER USE RTGS. 


SOLAR POWER WON'T CUT IT. 


AT ITS CLOSEST POINT TO 
THE SUN, PLUTO IS 30 TIMES 
FARTHER AWAY THAN EARTH, SO 
THE SURFACE AREA OF A SOLAR 
PANEL ON A PLUTO-FARING PROBE 
WOULD HAVE TO BE 900 TIMES 
BIGGER TO PRODUCE THE 
SAME ENERGY. 


THE RTG ISOTOPE” OF CHOICE IS PLUTONIUM-238 
(PU-238) WHICH HAS A HALF-LIFE** 

OF ABOUT 88 YEARS. THE VOYAGER PROBES, 
LAUNCHED IN 1977, ARE STILL GOING. 


*DIFFERENT ISOTOPES OF THE 
SAME ELEMENTS HAVE DIFFERENT 
AMOUNTS OF NEUTRONS. 


OO © HALE-LIFE IS HOW LONG HALE THE 
ATOMS IN A MATERIAL TAKE TO DECAY. 


DURING THE COLD WAR, PU-233 WAS 
PRODUCED AS A BY-PRODUCT OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS. THE UNITED STATES MADE ITS LAST 

CHUNK OF PU-238 IN 1988, AND GLOBAL 
SUPPLIES HAVE BEEN DWINDLING EVER SINCE. 


NASA HAS ENOUGH PLUTONIUM STOCKPILES TO MAKE 
RTGS FOR THE MARS PERSEVERANCE ROVER AND THE 
DRAGONFLY MISSION TO TITAN, BUT NOT MUCH ELSE. 


FACED WITH THE END 
OF SCIENTIFIC SOLAR 
SYSTEM EXPLORATION, 
OAK RIDGE NATIONAL 
LABORATORY STARTED 
PRODUCING PU-233 
EXPRESSLY FOR 
SPACECRAFT IN 2019. 


NO SENSIBLE PERSON WOULD SUGGEST 
RESTARTING NUCLEAR WEAPONS DEVELOPMENT, 
EVEN IN THE NAME OF SCIENCE. UNFORTUNATELY, 
NUCLEAR REACTORS THAT MAKE ISOTOPES FOR 

MEDICAL OR ENERGY PURPOSES AREN'T THE 
RIGHT KIND FOR PU-238. 


IT WAS COLD WAR NUCLEAR BRINKMANSHIP 
THAT GAVE US THE MEANS FOR SPACE EXPLORATION. 
IN THIS NEW ERA, WILL THE NATIONS OF THE 
WORLD BE WILLING TO FUND THE PEACEFUL 
NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT NEEDED TO PUSH OUT 
EVER FURTHER WITHOUT FALLING BACK ON 
NATIONALISTIC POSTURING? 


DISPATCH FROM INFINITY AND BEYOND 


DISPATCH FROMTHE POLICE STATE 


In October of 2019 I (Luke Healy) go 
to Chicago with my father, where 1 
attend... 


The International 


Association of Chiefs 


of Police Conference. 


One of the largest law enforcernent 
events in the USA, it is bizarrely similar 


to a cornics festival. 


Many of the stalls offer product 
customizations promoting various causes, 
the most popular of which is breast 


Cancer awareness. 


Its main draw is a convention floor, 
crammed full with vendors large and 
small. Instead of comic books, they sell 
rifles, armor, Surveillance technology, and 


tactical vehicles. 


At one stand, a company sells 


Interrogation assistance software. 


1 ' ‘ ‘ | ' 
At the next Stand over, men screen-print 


quitky slogans onto commemorative 
IACP t-shirts. | | | 


Donald Trump gives a speech at the 
conference. He gloats about releasing 
$600 million worth of surplus army 
equipment to police forces across the US. 


This earns applause. \ 
( 
N 
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I catch the last bus out before everything 
locks cown for Trurnp’s departure, 
passing backstreets deserted by al] but 


military vehicles. 
oO 


RAK K\VAAR WAY KD 
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In Irelancl, the police do not carry guns. I 


am self-conscious that | have the longest 


hair of any man in this room, 


Outside Trump tower, people protest in 


vivid orange paint. 


I think of the police, with their 


Ingh-powered assault rifles. 


DISPATCH FROMTHE POLICE STATE 


DISPATCH FROM THE NEXT SINGAPORE 


WHO’ GETS TO LIVE. 
IN THE CITY OF THE FUTURE 


BY TRINIDAD ESCOBAR 


THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN GAMES (SEAG) JS A 
MUL TI-SPORT EVENT, SIMILAR TO THE 
OLYMPICS, THAT HAS TAKEN PLACE EVERY 
TWO YEARS SINCE 1959, IT’S A SOURCE OF 
GREAT PRIDE FOR MANY PARTICIPATING 
COUNTRIES IN THE REGION, 


IN A COUNTRY WHERE OVER A QUARTER 
vy OF ITS POPULATION LIVES IN POVERTY, 
THIS RAISED SOME RED FLAGS. 


We welcome any investigation 
and audit of the public funds used 
after the closing of the games. 
we ask that we be allowed to 
focus on the hosting of the 
SEA Games for now. 


JARIE OSIAS, 


SPOKESPERSON FOR 
THE SEAG COMMITTEE 


THE PHILIPPINES WAS CHOSEN TO HOST 
THE 2049 SEAG. TO DO THIS, THE 
GOVERNMENT ESTIMATED THAT THEY 
WOULD SPEND THE EQUIVALENT OF 


$448 BILLION, 


THE ACTUAL COST IS 
CLOSER TO $447 BILLION. 


ee (ig atta, 
SOME OF THIS MONEY WAS INTENDED TO 
BUILD AN EASY-ACCESS ROAD FROM THE 
AIRPORT THROUGH LAND THAT WAS LESS 

>. CONGESTED THAN METRO MANILA, we 
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THIS MEANT THAT INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 
WOULD BE AFFECTED, THE AETA PEOPLE 
SUFFER DISPROPORTIONATELY DUE TO © 
ANTI-BLACK SENTIMENT IN THE PHILIPPINES 
—A LEGACY OF SPANISH COLONIZATION, 


Quoted in "Corruption Scandals Plague Philippines SEA Games," DW 


ABOUT 300 AETA FAMILIES WERE EVICTED 
DURING THE INITIAL PHASE OF THIS 
DEVELOPMENT, THE GOVERNMENT DENIED 
THAT IT WAS VIOLATING INDIGENOUS 
RIGHTS, THOUGH THERE IS HUNDREDS- 
YEARS-OLD DOCUMENTATION OF THE 
AETA’S HISTORY IN THE REGION. 


Take a fish from a spring 
and surely it will die. 


The same goes for us. 

Take us away from our ancestral 
lands — our livelihood, our home — 
and the government’s only hope 
for us is to die in another 
foreign land. 


Yj LEZ \ Sl cow Danan, 


AETA LEADER 
}——_ | 


ON DECEMBER 2, 2019, AT LEAST 506 
FAMILIES IN THE ARANGUREN VILLAGE IN 
CAPAS TOWN WERE GIVEN SEVEN DAYS TO 
EVACUATE FROM ANCESTRAL LAND THAT 
THEY INHABITED FOR THOUSANDS 
OF YEARS. 


Our ancestors lived 
there since the beginning. 
They just cannot treat us... 
like an insect that recently J 
alighted there. 


CASIMIRA MANIEGO, 
AETA LEADER 


THE SPORTS COMPLEX JS PART OF A 
LARGER DEVELOPMENT PLAN TO BUILD 
A“SMART CITY” OR “GREEN CITY,” 
FULFILLING THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT’S 
VISION TO BE SEEN AS 
THE NEXT SINGAPORE, 
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IT 1S REPORTED THAT AROUND 65,000 PEOPLE FROM TWELVE VILLAGES AND 
ABOUT 418,600 MORE AETA WILL BE DISPLACED. 
THERE IS NO RELOCATION SUPPORT FOR THEM. 
WHERE WILL THEY GO? 


 —— 


Hosting the SEA Games 
will show the world how far 
the Philippines has come, 
especially during the 
Duterte administration. 


SENATOR CHRISTOPHER LAWRENCE “BONG” TESORO GO, 
PERSONAL AIDE OF PRESIDENT RODRIGO DUTERTE 


DISPATCH FROM THE NEXT SINGAPORE 


DISPATCH FROM GENOSHA 


GROUP THE X-ME 


CAREFUL, SHE'S ONE 
OF THE MOST DANGEROUS 
MUTANTS THERE |S. 


TO RIGIDLY DEFINE GENDER 

HATE TO BE REMINDED THAT 

THE IDENTITIES THEY ASSIGN 
US AREN’T FIXED. 


A MUTANT PROCESSING CENTER IS 
UNDER ATTACK BY THE SHAPE-SHIFTER 

KNOWN 4S MYSTIQUE, SomeTiMES 

AFFILIATED WITH THE Teanonier 


WHY, BECAUSE 


I CAN BE READ 


IF NOT EVEN OUR BODIES 
ARE STABLE AND PERMANENT, 
THEN NEITHER ARE THEIR 
HIERARCHIES OF POWER. 


LooK AT HOW TE 
BEEN CHARACTERIZED... 


FEMININE... 


NON-WHITE... 


BECAUSE EACH REPRESENTS 
A FLUIDITY. THE THREAT 
OF CHANGE. 


IT SHOULDN'T BE A 
SURPRISE THAT TRANSNESS 
1S THE NEWEST FACE 
OF THIS THREAT. 


EVERYTHING A SOCIETY BENT ON 
WHITE SUPREMACY HAS DEEMED 
CRIMINAL AND DANGEROUS. 


THE COURAGE TO END 
THE TYRANNY OF THE BODY 
1S A SUPERPOWER IN ITS 

OWN RIGHT — A POWER 

THAT PROMISES A 
BETTER WORLD. 


DISPATCH FROM GENOSHA 


DISPATCH FROM THE RESISTANCE 


Regerein G Ke 


PVE ALWAYS FELT PRETTY CONFIDENT 
IN WHO I AM, UNTIL RECENTLY. 


I CRAVED CONTENT ABOUT LOST GIRLS 
WHO DIDNT FIT IN. GIRLS WHO WERE 
OFFBEAT, INTELLECTUALS, AND WENT 
AGAINST SOCIAL NORMS. 


JUNO 


AFTER ENDING A SERIES OF TOXIC 
FRIENDSHIPS, I STARTED TO WONDER 
HOW MUCH OF MY RELATIONSHIPS 
REFLECTED THE MEDIA THAT I CONSUMED 
IN mY FORMATIVE YEARS. 


I NEVER FELT LIKE I FIT IN GROWING UP. 
ALTHOUGH A GOOD PORTION OF “REBEL 
GIRL” CONTENT LACKED INTERSECTIONAL 
REPRESENTATION, THESE GIRLS DIDN’T 
JUST REFLECT MYSELF, THEY WERE 
FICTIONAL FRIENDS. 
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SOON I BELIEVED THAT IF 1 LIVED OUT 
SOME OF THE CHAOTIC CHARACTERISTICS 
THESE CHARACTERS HAD I WOULD OBTAIN 

THE SAME STATUS OF COOL. 


MAYBE | SHOULD 
FAKE My DEATH TO 
oM GET OUT OF 
GYM CLASS... 
® 


© HIGH Schoo me, 
DRESSED AS VERONA 


FRom HEATHERS. 


IT'S US AGAINST 
THE WORLD, 


MY LIfe WAS SOMEWHAT TRAGIC. 
RUNNING INTO THE ARMS OF AN ABUSER 
WHO PROMISED TO PROTECT mE FROM THE 

CHAOS OF MY OWN REALITY BECAME A 
HABIT THAT TOOK DECADES TO BREAK. 


BUT A COMMON THREAD OF “COOL” 
IS MERELY SUMMED BY A TRAGIC LIFE 
AND FINDING REFUGE IN A GANG OF 
QUIRKY “MISFITS.” BUT THESE 
MISFITS OFTEN TURN OUT TO BE 
TOXIC PEOPLE AND PREDATORY men. 


“THE Aw KWARD 
OLDER Guy TROPE” 
We gets your 


“old Soul” and 
Nour taste in music. 
4 


wTHE Socio PATHIC 

BAD BOY TROPE” 
HiS violent 

4endencies art | 
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T’m DONE UPLIFTING A TROPE THAT 
INSTEAD OF GIVING ME A SENSE OF IDENTITY 
HAS ESSENTIALLY DONE MORE DAMAGE 
THAN GOOD. I’m NOW LEARNING TO 
DEFINE MYSELF BY MY OWN RULES THAN 
ONES CREATED FOR SALACIOUS FICTION. 


DISPATCH FROM THE RESISTANCE 


THE RESPONSE 


Max 
Loh 


It started with a promise. 


You’re not like 


the other boys. 


You can keep a 
secret, right? 


An invisible wound. 


y ) 


Something crumbles. 
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Then q@ realization, many, many 
years later. 


I still 
can’t believe 
that teacher 
dropped you from 
his class! 4 


= 


Is that why it was 
a secret? 


Dear, I. 
I need to tell you 
something. 


f \ : (+4 
Part of you understands you need 
to be vulnerable in order to heal. 


As a disabled person, | think a lot of 
people might be surprised to hear that 
my body doesn't really make me 
feel powerless. 


Oh my god. 
You are 
so brave. 


Uh, thanks? 
ol 


know you...? 


A 


Andrews 


This seems 
excessive. | 
just asked for 
pre-boarding. 


| bench-press the weight of a 
world's worth of ignorance 
on a daily basis. 


| see you 

do this, and 

I'm like, "what's 

my excuse?" 
5 rd 

. Y'know? La 


a 
Wow! Really 
puts all my 
problems into 
perspective. 
| couldn't 
bring myself to 
get out of bed 
if | was you! 
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THE RESPONSE 


Taylor 
Crockett 


THE RESPONSE 


The 2016 election had potential 
for such good progress... 


We Felt confident 
and 


N \ ! fi / 
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Fowerful 3 eles 


I's amazing how quickie 
hope became 
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November $4 , 2016 
11:30pm PST 
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 2016 LIVE UH 


T >» 
at least that's What we told ourselves, 


Try to relax. 
|+ will be okay 


Because honestly, a5 @ queer Woman of Color artist 
and a Native American scientist, 


the alternative was too frightful to consider. 


H'S not as if I've Felt like | ever 
had @ lot of power. 
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When faced with what felt like 3:00 am isd ‘ 


its complete Absence a 


controling anything at all 
can be saving grace. 


I RECENTLY ATTENDED A MEETING 
OF KID’'S LIT AUTHORS WHO WERE 
ALSO POLITICAL ACTIVISTS. 


TO BE A BUNCH 
OF SPUNKY 
CREATIVES 


IT'S GOING ) | 


AND THE iF 
EQUALLY ’ 


TALKING { CREATIVE WAYS 
POLITICS 


e 
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WE CAN GET 4] 
ENGAGED! 


THE ONLY 
MAJOR THING EVEN 
THAT EFFECTS "GRASSROOTS" 
CHANGE IN ACTIVITIES 
POLITICS IS HAPPEN 
MONEY. BECAUSE OF 
MONEY. 


THAT MAKES 
ME FEEL 
POWERLESS, 


Ally 
Shwed 


IT TURNED OUT TO BE A GROUP OF 
RICH PEOPLE ASKING FOR DONATIONS, 
AMOUNTS OF MONEY I COULDN'T 
CONCEIVE OF HAVING, LET ALONE 
DONATING. A SUPER PAC. 


I WANT TO BELIEVE THAT I ALONE 
CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE. BUT 
IF THE ONLY WAY I CAN IS WITH 
MY WALLET, WHICH IS EMPTY, 
WHAT CAN I DO? 


THE RESPONSE 


The Nib Bureau 
of Statistics 


When it comes to money and energy, 
the power is in the details. 


By 


Xulin Wang 
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CHINA, THE UNITED STATES, 
ot WHICH ACCOUNTS FOR LESS THAN 
5‘ OF THE GLOBAL POPULATION. 


STILL HOLDS 29.4% OF 


THE WORLD'S WEALTH. pall 
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SOURCE: CREDIT SUISSE GLOBAL WEALTH REPORT 2019 


LISA SU, 
ADVANCED 
MICRO 
DEVICES 


WHITE MEN 
667 


URSULA 
BURNS, XEROX 
(FORMERLY) 


TWO OUT OF THREE 
FORTUNE 500 CEOS ONLY 4.6% ARE 
ARE WHITE MEN. WOMEN OF COLOR. 


SOURCE: DELOITTE AND THE ALLIANCE FOR BOARD DIVERSITY. "MISSING PIECES REPORT" (2018) 
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PERCENT OF U.S. EMPLOYEES WHO ARE UNIONIZED, 1983-2019 


207. 
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1983 '86 ‘89 ‘92 '95 ‘98 ‘01 '04 ‘O7 ‘10 ‘t3) ‘16 2019 
IN THE LAST 36 YEARS, THE SHARE OF 
AMERICANS IN UNIONS HAS NEARLY HALVED. 


SOURCE: U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 
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THE NIB BUREAU OF STATISTICS 


AVERAGE COST OF ENERGY 

WHAT POWERS THE WORLD? BUT THINGS ARE CHANGING, ,... eres 
MAP DATA SOURCE: WORLD ie. THE PRICE OF SOLAR HAS $320 on 
FALLEN A SHOCKING 84% IN THE 

PAST DECADE, AND IN MANY 
NORTH AMERICA, WESTERN AND NORTHERN EUROPE, PARTS OF THE WORLD, IT'S NOW 
THE ARABIAN PENINSULA, AND EAST ASIA CONSUME CHEAPER THAN COAL AND GAG. 

THE MOST ENERGY PER CAPITA ON EARTH. Calg ee elest aes) 


COST OF ENERGY ANALYSIS (2018) §70 
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THE.NIB,BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
THE NIB BUREAU OF STATISTICS. 


59.1:606.1 $20 


606.1:1.0194.7 
1.094.7:1.987.6 
1.987.6:3.393.1 
3.393.1:19.120.3 


ENERGY USE (OIL EQUIVALENT 
PER CAPITA IN KILOGRAMS) 2013 


NON-RENEWABLE DIRTY 
RESOURCES LIKE COAL AND GAS 
ARE STILL WHERE MOST OF THAT 


POWER COMES FROM. 


SOURCE: REN21 "RENEWABLES 
2019 GLOBAL STATUS REPORT" 
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BEZOS WEALTH IN BILLIONS OF § 


PANDEMIC PROFITEERING 


we JEFF BEZOS BECAME 
$12 BILLION RICHER IN . 
THE FIRST TWO MONTHS OF () 
60 . THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. 


Ww 
° 


Oo 


2000 2004 2008 2012 2016 


BUT THAT'S JUST THE LATEST PART OF A TREND LINE: SINCE THE 
BEGINNING OF 2020, BEZOS HAS BECOME §25 BILLION RICHER. 


HIS COMPANY. AMAZON. ANNOUNCED 
IT WAS HIRING 175,000 PEOPLE 


IN THE U.S. TO MEET SURGING 
DEMAND FOR ITS DELIVERIES. 


DURING THE SAME PERIOD, THE PANDEMIC AND LOCKDOWNS 
TORE THROUGH THE REST OF THE ECONOMY, LEAVING A 
14 STAGGERING 23.1 MILLION AMERICANS UNEMPLOYED. 


UNITED STATES UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
10 
a _ \ 3 
6 > 
4.4 
3.6 3.1 3.1 3.1 


re) 3.6 3-5 3-5 3.6 35, 
TP ErrirgO.i. 
JUL 2019 OcT 2019 JAN 2020 APR 2020 
THIS IS A NUMBER UNSEEN SINCE RECORDS BEGAN BEING KEPT 
AFTER THE GREAT DEPRESSION. 
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Find your favorite cartoons 
for licensing and gifts. 


CARLOON 
COLLECTIONS 


THE NIB INTERVIEW 


film, in American TV—which is probably 
the largest instrument for deploying 
American mythology—that black people 
are subhuman. 


Marvel was my first notion of inclusion 
in pop art. This is the first place that I 
saw people of color actively integrated 
into the universe and into the fabric and 
not necessarily in a subordinate way. 


i Faun ae 


vue une 


The Nib 
Interview 


There is an implicit message in American 


Ta-Nehisi Coates has focused his career 
on exploring power and race through 
fiction, nonfiction, and superhero comics. 
He spoke with Nib editor Matt Bors and 
Ezra Claytan Daniels illustrated. 


Who people see as a protagonist is 
integral to who they believe can and 
cannot be human in the world. 


IT actually think that Trump has deep, 
deep roots in myth and the stories that 
this country tells itself. I think he was 
made possible by that. I don’t think he 
was possible without it. 


[Black Panther] rarely directly addresses 
race, and then at the same time he’s 

always talking about race because race is 
nothing but power. 


And the movie is the same way; there are 
no moments where T’Challa stands up 
and has to give a speech on what it means 
to be a black superhero or anything like 
that. The statement is in the art itself; 
it’s in the presence of the actors. 


Talk about white kids out in the suburbs, 
out in the city, wherever they are, who 
want to be Black Panther for Halloween. 
Now you're talking about something else. 


The effects of that are not immediately 
shown. You're not going to go see Black 
Panther and that’s going to have a policy 
effect. But talk about kids who are going 
to grow up in a world where Black 
Panther is just Black Panther. 


Because as much as that seems like the 
politics of just symbols, it’s actually 
the politics of who gets to be 

human and who doesn’t. 


THE NIB INTERVIEW 


THE ARCHIVE 


Power Grabs 


“This nation has no right 

to expect that it will always 
have wise and humane rulers 
sincerely attached to the 
principles of the Constitution. 
Wicked men, ambitious of 
power, with hatred of liberty 
and contempt of law, may fill 
the place once occupied by 
Washington and Lincoln, and 
if this right is conceded, the 
dangers to human liberty are 
frightful to contemplate.” 


—Supreme Court Judge 


David Davis, 1866 


President Theodore Roosevelt 
opened the 20th century by 
taking the position that any power 
not explicitly forbidden either 

by the U.S. Constitution or by 

law was there for the president’s 
taking. Numerous occupants of 
the White House since Roosevelt 
have taken this position, from 
Woodrow Wilson to Richard 
Nixon to today’s most unwelcome 


usurper of presidential power. 


The 120 years since Roosevelt's 
expansive opinion have seen 
numerous presidents accused 

of this “hatred of liberty and 
contempt of law,” making the 
terms impeachment, executive 
overreach, abuse of power, 

and overstepping the Constitution 


all too familiar to the American 


people. 


Whether showing presidents 

as shredders of the Constitution 
or pretenders to an American 
throne, political cartoonists make 
it clear to the public the dangers 
of unchecked presidential power, 
with their prescient views proven 
more correct than not for every 


single president so targeted. 


Warren Bernard 


author/lecturer on the history 
of editorial-political cartoons 


and the executive director of 


the Small Press Expo. 


“L'état, c'est moi” 

is attributed to 

King Louis XIV of France, 
who ruled from 1643 until 
1715, and translates to 
“The state is I.” Louis XIV 
was referring to the divine 
right of kings, in which 
their rule is absolute and 
cannot be questioned, here 
embodied in both dress 
and stature by President 
Theodore Roosevelt. 


Joseph Keppler Jr., 
“LEtat, Cest Moi” (1904), 
Puck Magazine. 

Courtesy of the Prints and 
Photographs Division, 
Library of Congress. 


PUCK BUILDING, New York, August 24, 1904. 
Copyright, 1904, by Keppler & Sohwaramann, 


“L'ETAT, C'EST MOI.” 


PRICE TEN CEN 


Entered at N.Y. P.O. as Second-clase Mall Matter. 
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THE ARCHIVE 


A MERE SCRAP BOOK 


Gia he darling? 


&)nti¢e) | 
emocracy 
za ~ 
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Jules Feiffer (1973), 
The Village Voice. 


In 1938, FDR tried to 
consolidate his power 
in Congress by actively EVIDENTLY NO LAUGHING MATTER 
supporting liberal 
Congressional candidates 
against conservative 
Democrats who FDR felt 
were not in line with his 
policies (shown here as 
the Opposition brick). 
FDR had been accused 
numerous times during 
his administration of 
being a European-style 
dictator. Here he is 
dressed wearing spats 
and a morning coat 
favored by Italian 
dictator Benito Mussolini, 
to whom FDR was 
sometimes compared. 
This attempted purge 

in 1938 added to his 
“dictatorial" image, 

but ultimately failed 

as none of the people 
targeted by FDR lost 


SS 


their election. 
Charles Sykes DICTATORSHIP” 
“Evidently No Laughing CHARGE 
Matter” (1941), 
Philadelphia President Wilson was accused of ignoring Albert T. Reid, 
Pierce the Constitution with his plan for the United “A Mere Scrap Book’ (1919), 
States being part of the League of Nations, Selections of the Current Cartoons 


as the League would have overridden the Biren lelyeMotone Te IRaet 


constitutional right by Congress to declare war 
or commit US. troops to overseas actions. 


Copyright Leéger Syndicate 
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Mariah-Rose Marie 
e 
Poors =. 8 


meditations ormwhen you think 
you found the people who-owned 
your people via DNA test 


FEATURES 


Two years ago while | was perusing DNA 
matches on an ancestry site, | found a relative 
with several family names and cities in 
common. 


MATCH! 


Specifically my maternal (mostly black) 
grandmother's family name and location is 


you KATIE JONES™* intertwined with two of her (white) male 
ancestors in Alabama during the mid-end 
* all names changed of the 1800s. 


You can imagine 
where my mind went. 


| reached out to see if she 
knew more about our 


connection... 


Cn? but once | pinpointed the 
YESTERDAY ancestors we had in common, 
communication just.. dried up. 
seen &* 


| was So upset by the exchange that | 
put it out of my mind for months. 


FEATURES 


Knowing where you come from 
iS a powerful thing. 


Evew when you don't, 
like/what you See... 


Just knowing brings 
closure... 


a kind of confidence. 


(Ve noticed a pattern with those who 
question my interest in family history... 


Heese: wie 
+o do with 
at all... fair 


FEATURES 


Although the legal ethics and scientific 
accuracy of these saliva tests are 
constantly being questioned, the 
demographics of who is taking these tests 
and on who the data is based is telling.” 

BLACK, 


WHITE 


*= based on my own results compiled 
from 23andMe, myHeritage, 
GEDmatch, and Ancestry. 


23andMe is especially transparent 
about where they fall short. 


WRITE 


NATIVE AMERICANS 


N/A} 


This result may be less relevant for 
you as variants for this test are best 
studied in people of European descent. |) 


Though more people are taking 
these tests now than ever before 
and these numbers are shifting, the 
vast majority of my DNA matches 
on all these sites are white, even 
though half of my family is not. 


For example, | got this disclaimer - 
underneath practically every 
single health report: 


IMPORTANT 
ETHNICITIES 


But it’s not just the problem of white 


overrepresentation in medicine and 
research here. 


LEY, COME LOOK AT 
WHAT I'VE DEEN 
WORKING ON. 


In 2004, my father, after just a few 
months of researching free public records, 
had created a genealogical tree of nearly 

1000 family members ranging from Russia 
and Norway to France and Ireland. 


Even within my own family, | saw the 
difference in available information 


On my mom's side, | Know that my 
great-grandmother was born into 
a Sharecropping home and was 
helping pick cotton with the family 
at age four 


\ can only trace her side back five 
generations before last names 


disappear. 


FEATURES 


FEATURES 


CAN ACTUAL Homework 
ASSIGNMENT FROM A 
NATIONALLY DISTRIBUTED 


TEXTBOOK) 


Though nearly 13 million Africans 
were kidnapped and packed into 
slaving ships headed to the Americas, 
only 400-500,000 were estimated to 
have stepped foot in the USA. 


Ht 


= 


The newly enslaved were not all 
speak their native language nor ob 
their tribal traditions (except in r 
cases such as the Gullah people). 


So for your convenience: 


REASONS IT'S 
HARD & BLACKS 


TRACE THEIR 
ROOTS 


Veni Ul 


The people in those boats were 
strategically mixed by language and 
tribe so the chances of cooperation 

to escape or overthrow the ship 
were minimized. 


They were also renamed 


by their enslavers. 


YouR NAME 
5 TORN! 


So how did barely half a million 
Africans become 4 million by 1860? 


Though consensual marriages for slaves 
existed on Some properties, most were 
forcefully “bred” to sustain the 
industries that made the U.S. the global 
superpower that it is today. 


“Tt 
$Ze For MALE NEGRO SLAVE 


Tomong” 

Before the Civil War, the vast 
majority of enslaved people 
were listed on sales records 

mutch like cattle with Gt best) 

just a first name. 


J SBiLi oF SALE 


c A 
x of pee srl 


Once chattel slavery was legally 


abolished in 1863, freed peoples 
were given the last names of 


,, their a 


The rape of enslaved 
African women by 
white enslavers was 
not only a 
reinforcement of 
power and ownership, 
it was the cheaper 
alternative to 
purchasing more 
slaves at the auction 
block. 


The lighter children of 
these forced pregnancies 
were rarely claimed, further 
blurring genealogical roots. 


Enslaved people were forbidden from 
reading and writing, and laws made it so 
anyone found teaching them would be 
severely punished, making rt nearly 
impossible for families to keep records 
of their own 


FEATURES 


FEATURES 


\ could just as easily talk about the 
diffeulties in tracing my native 
ancestry, for which | only have afew and the first name of the woman 
documents, oral histories the Features With long, dark hair who birthed my 
oF my ancestors. great-grandfather and then 
seemingly disappeared. 


My grandmother's side has Cherokee “One Drop Rule” policies and legal 
blood, but her family was refused tribal cases like Hudgins v. Wright 
membership two generations prior. effectively prevented anyone deemed 
even a little black from claiming native 


LOOKS BLACK 
ENOUGH TO ME! 


My grandfather's side is Saponi, an 
umbrella term for multiple tribes 
in the southeast U.S. 


migration and racial mixing. 


\ couldn't stop thinking about Katie. Despite the 
sickening implications of rape and enslavement, 
knowing if the connection was real could help me 
trace my mother's family tree further back 
than any DNA test ever could 


But after tentatively trying to reopen 
the conversation, this is all | got: 


Sorry. | don't recognize 
those names. 


FEATURES 
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| can't help but see this situation —___ 
reflected in our country as a whole. » 


: : 
| NG 


The core of our problem is the 
inability to accept the dark 
circumstances that allowed the 
U.S. to_exist as tis today. 


CHAPTER 12: SLANERY 


“While there were cruel masters who maimed or 
even kiled their slaves Glthough kiling and maiming 
were against the law in every state), there were also 
kind and generous owners... a few [slaves] never felt 

“ the lash Many may not have even been terribly 
A slave and his master just hanging unhappy with their lot, for they knew no other” 


out! South Carolina, 1843 


“ ox iN TexA> 
oar yPL TEXT BOOK IT : 
ezom AN ACTUAI nmaon FORO YEARS 


i42 SyYBUc Stool CiReVE 


The desperation is found in every level of our _ 
culture: from law to our children's textbooks, 
to mask and candy-coat a history of genocide 
and a brutally enforced racial hierarchy. 


~j These attempts to repress the 
. \ collective memory out of some sort of 
F Sear that if those affected were to 
know, we would want.. what, exactly? 
Revenge? Reparations? Rights? 


\ dont see much difference between 
Katie and my birth country. 


IN5SOX 
4 052. 


ONLINE 
Just tell me what you know! 


Dont you understand that 
sharing your knowledge has the 
power to heal? 


That once harm is acknowledged 
and the work +o undo it begins, we 
can finally build something good 
for everyone? 

seen 


But power is never given willingly by 
those who possess it. 


ANYONE NEED 
SOME HELP ? 


FEATURES 


Stow. Home, cCKIN 
DER 


Need some reading material for the pandemic? 

Visit our online bookstore for back issues of The Nib magazine and 
THE LONG-NURTURED SEEDS oF OvR NATION'S CURRENT 
EXISTENTIAL CRISIS WERE GROWN IN UNLIKELY SUBCULTURES 


a slew of nonfiction comics and graphic novels curated by our editors. 
AND ConsUMER GROUPS — 


Stock up on comics, not toilet paper at thenib.com/books. 
IN COMICS FANDOM, WARNING SIGNS oF 
THIS CRISIS HID IN PLAIN SIGHT. 


The New 
Collection 
‘om 


Matt Bors 

. IN THE sAFE HAVEN oF 
a FAN CULTURE, WHAT SEPARATES 
Ca THE MISFIT FROM 
THE MISANTHROPE 2 


The Nib 
Magazine 


~~ Gangs 


55 


Anthology of 
Queer Comics 


FEATURES 


I'D ALWAYS CoNnSIDERED COSPLAYERS A 
IN ZOll OR so, I SNEAKED SOME 
FRIENDS FROM THE MusicAL SIDE OF 


TOLERABLE NUISANCE AS I SOLD 


oOKS AT CoM\ s 
ac NENER an Oe Feo WY LIFE INTO A Con, GUIDING THEM 
MUCH THOUGHT OR CONTEXT — THROUGH THE POP CIRCUS ACCORDING 
To MY OWN NARROW, SELF-AFFIRMING 
JUST DIFFERENT EVOLUTIONARY RANGE OF INTERESTS. 


STRAINS ON THE FAMIL1 TREE. 
so PStcHhED 
FoR THIS 


HW we've NEVER BEEN 
DTA vo A Conc CON 
BEFORE ! 


I IMMEDIATELY FELT 

EMBARRASSED, BETRAXING How 

COMFORTAGLE THIS COMMUNITY i AS (EF TEENAGE FRIENDS 

PAD ALWAYS MADE Me FEEL — | HAD STLUMBLED ACROSS 
SENTIMENTAL TOYS 


ee i H/ KEPT IN THE CLOSET) 
Uf, a : 
i yl 2 1 PROTECTED MY OWN 
: : JuPGMENTS ABO 
NERDS, 


NAKED AND UGLY, 


un, pon'T MIND 
TWE THRONGS OF 
HUMANITY. 


TAT DOOR 


TAKES vs TO 
s wit 


DISTANCE MYSELF. 


Now EAGER 
jo DISMISS IT. 
Y= Crs 


s0 awesome — 
aaa YOu | 


oT CERTAIN 


To “OTHER: THEM AND 


Sy cs 
< ii 
LooKkiT ALL ; 
TWESE PEOPLE, 


IT TOOK EFFORT TO SEE CosPLYY 

AS \w \S— A PARALLEL SUBCULTURE 
BUILT ON PARTICIPATION , 

CREATINITY, OPENNESS, INCLUSION. 


ALL CORE NALVES OF MINE. 


PUTTING THEIR 
FANTASIES ON THE 
OUTSIDE. 


FEATURES 


FEATURES 


IT TAKES A MINUTE To PROCESS — 


I MEAN, T KNow WHAT'S HAPPENING, 
susT LIKE I ALREADY KNOW How 
THis 1S GonNA PLAY OUT. 

So DOES HE. 


LI Just NEED 


SELF-SATISFIED, LIKE A |3-YEAR-OLD 
WEARING A SLAYER SWIRT To CHURCH, 
ACCOMPANIED BY LESSER VILLAINS 


SWAPDLED IN THE MYTH OF 
CwrdT L PRM IS) SoME MEDIA 
PROPERTY, (HEINLEIN? DICK? 
TARANTINO? DOES THAT MAKE 

\T ANY BETTER?) 


EVEN JST 
HAND -WRINGING, ' 
THOUGH , I'M RELIEVED 


To seE TM NOT 


THIS IS REAL, IT IS WEIRD, 
AND OTHERS SEE IT, Too. 


EXCUSE 
ME — 


wry ARE ou 
WEARING: A * 
NAZI UNIFORM ¢ 


Wy ARE YoU 
WEARING A 
NAZI UNIFORM? 


TWAS \S NOT 
A. Cost UME — 
THIS 1S 
SOMETHING 
{HAT WAPPENED. 


YY Ss 
chatacters. 


FEATURES 


FEATURES 


+ DUNNO, BUT T'M 
ust HERE, LIKE, 


EXPRESSING 


THAT ZOll LENS MAKES 2 PUTTING THEIR, FANTASIES 
VIRTUALLY EVERYTHING SEEM 2 ON THE OUTSIDE, 
QUAINT, BUT ANGRY NERDS | 

SMUGLY gue eg a |. SMRKING AT A CULTURE 
PLAUSIBLE DENIA TH O \LL- EQUIPPED To IDENTIFY, 
EMBRACING EVIL , WELL ON THE HORIZON, 


“WAS BARELY Too PREPOSTEROUS 
To BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY 
AT THE TIME. 


IL DIDN'T SPEAK UP 
BECAUSE I could AFFORD 
NoT To DO SO 


IN THAT FINAL WINDOW 
OF PASSING OFF AGGRIEVED 
PROVOCATION 


AS POOR SuDGMENT, 


DISMISSING: CRYSTALLIZING POOLS 
oF RESENTFUL WHITE MEN 


AS MERE BASEMENT DWELLERS. 


FEATURES 


FROM NIB CONTRIBUTING EoiTor AND 
New YORK TIMES BEST-SELLING AuTHOR ANDY WARNER 


ae Wor 
e Fich ness of Lebano 


nd the a n 
Nahe 4 i nogleeti ng 


~ PUBLISHERS WEEK 
> < 


rconly Love, MOONE oy AND i 


PA APT TONS ° 


AN EvOGKTIVE MEMOIR.” = Joe SHCCO 


0) 
rgection 
that sits a the S| and 
i the political.” ¢ 
: 0, author ° 
dase in Gaza 


= aie WHEREVER BOOKS ARE SOLD 
ST. MARTIN’S GRIFFIN 


Si \ 


The COVID-19 pandemic hit the United States at a 
moment when the wealth divide was at record levels: 
millions of people living paycheck to paycheck, uninsured 
and unhoused, in a country that is home to the most 
billionaires in the world. Created in collaboration with 
Reveal from The Center for Investigative Reporting, 
In/Vulnerable captures both the shared experience of 
the pandemic and the ways it has laid bare the stark 
disparities that shape our lives. 


_ Reveal | 


from The Center for Investigative Reporting 


FEATURES 


4) 


INVOLNERARILE 


PINE PRAIRIE ICE PROCESSING CENTER 


THE BEDS ARE ONE 
ON TOP OF ANOTHER. 


MANUEL RODRIGUEZ Rui2 WAS A BARTENDER 
in HAVANA, CuBA BEFORE BEING FoRCED To LEAVE 
HiS THREE CHILDREN AND FLEE TO THE US. in 
2019. HE WAS BEEN in ICE DETENTION in 
LOUISIANA FoR NEARLY A YEAR, 


WHEN TARRIVEDAT PiNE PRAIRIE, 
TALREA Dy HAD Au iDEA OF WHAT A 
PRISON WAS. WHEN TARRWED HERE, 
TSAW WHAT HELL WAS Like. 

| 


INTERVIEW SY/LAURA C. MOREL 


MANUEL SAYS HE WAS BEATEN AND DETAINED By 
CUBAN AVTHORITIES FOR Hi$ POLITICAL OPINIONS. 


NonNcrero 
URINSION 


IF THE ViRUS MAKES iT HERE, 
THIS PLACE iS A TICKING Time Bom. 


———— | 


WIE Don’T HAVE DISINFECTANT, 
WE DON'T HAVE TOWELS, WE 
DON'T EVEN HAVE MASKS. 


AND ON TOP OF THAT WE'RE NOT 
IMPRISONED FOR A CRIME. 
T HAVEN'T COMMITTED A CRIME, 
BUT AYEARIN PRISON? 
THAT'S ACRIME. 


WE'RE DESPERATE, WE’RE TRAPPED, ~ 
WE'RE NOT INDEPENDENT. WHAT Wite 
HAPPEN TO US? WE DEPEND ON youTo 


GIVE US THE HYGIENIC ITEMS TO BE ABLE To 


CLEAN OURSELVES iN THE BUNKER. 
WE DEPEND ON you. 


THEY NEED To RELEASE us HOWEVER THEY CAN, 
HELP iN HOWEVER THEY CAN, To GiVE US 
MORE PROTECTION 


BUT iT HAS To BE FAST. 
EVERY Day, iT GETS CLOSER To US. 
AND iT'S GOiNG-To COME. IT'S GOING 

To COME ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. 


FEATURES 
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IN VULERMLE 


I TOTALLY SUPPORT THE iDEA THAT WHEN THERE iS 
BLOOD iN THE STREETS, AS THE WALL STREET 
PHRASE GOES, you SHOULD BE BuYyiNG STOCKS, 


INVESTING '§ NOT 
JUST APROFESSION OF 
SPREADSHEETS AUD 
NUMBER CRUNCHING 


You GET To LEARW ABouT 
EVERYTHING IMPORTANT GOING ON iN 
THE WORLD BECAUSE THE ECONOMY 

iS JUST THE COLLECTIVE ACTIM/TIES 
OF HUMANITY. 


NTERVI 


EW BYIMALLORY NEWMAN 


OR THAT WHEN OTHERS ARE 
FEARFUL, you SHOULD BE GREEDY. 
THAT iS THE RIGHT WAY To THINK 
ABOUT INVESTING. 


BUT THAT DOESN'T MEAN EVERY TiME THE 
MARKET DIPS you SAY, ‘OH, THIS MUST 
BE A BUYING OPPORTUNITY.” 


Cc 
pow iupustRIAl> 


< 
~~ 


Mf 


1994 \0 [ 2 93% | 
3-M0[-23.50% ] 


ONE THING WE KNOW AZOUT INVESTINGIS 
THAT WHEN PEOPLE ARE FEELING 
PARTICULARLY FEARFUL OR PESSIMISTIC, 
THEY TEND To MAKE BAD DECISIONS. 


WE TRY AND HELP PEOPLE MANAGE THE LEVEL OF 
RiSK BETWEEN ANEAR-TERM DECLINE VERSUS A 
PERMANENT IMPAIRMENT OF THER LIFESTYLE 
BECAUSE YOU ACTING iRRATIONALLY DURING THE 
PANIC, AS OPPOSED TOTHE ACTUAL EVENT ITSELF, 
BEING THE THING THAT IMPAIRS YOUR WEALTH 


ONE MILLION 
SECONDS WAS 
AWEEKANDA 
HALF AGO. A 
TPiLLION 
SECONDS i$ 
32,000 
YEARS AGO 
IT’S A 
THOUSAND 
GENERATIONS 
BEFORE 
HUMANS 

DiS CovERED 
AGRICULTURE. 
TT ig AN 
ENORMOUS 
NuMBER, AND 
YET IT MAY 
NOT BE 
ENOUGH. 


To STIMULATE THE ECONOMY, 

EVERYONE iS TALKINGIN TRILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS, AND THAT NUMBER i$ TRULY, LikE, 
UNFATHOMABLY LARGE. How bo You EXPLAIN 
WHAT A TRILLION DOLLARS i$ 7 


I Woutbn'T SAy THis is A Fun 

TIME To BE AN iNVESTOR— iT’S AN EXCITING 
TIME. You KNOW, SCARY TIMES CAN BE 
EXCITING AS WELL. 


Brtgerevescerrnncunscenenszsurees ee recpaneentsl FH 
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INVULNERABLE 


JAMISON WILUAMS; FAYETTEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 


y AT THE VeRY BEGINNING OF THE YEAR, You 
| HEAR RUMORS, BUT EVERYTHING WAS SEEMING 
LIKE iT WAS i CHINA- FAR, FAR AWAY, 


AND THEN, BEFORE 
You KNOW iT, THEY' RE TELLING 
You, You CAN'T 60 TO WORK 
Any Mo RE, You Can'T 60 To 
CHURCH. 


ABOuT THE TIME THEY STARTED TAKING 
AWAY THE RIGHT To ASSEMBLE ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY iS WHEN STARTED 
GETTING EXTREMELY ACTIVE AS FAR AS 
ORGANIZING PEOPLE To PROTEST. 


WE'VE CONTINUED To 
PROTEST EVERY TUESDAY. 


raat vy AvI 
INTERVIEW 81D AVID RITSHER 


JAMISON WILLIAMS HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN REOPEN 
NORTH CAROLINA’S ANTi-LOCKDOUN PROTESTS 
FROM THE BEGINNING. 


Sl “" GANCELLED 
a 


FUGE 
a 


FILTRATION COMPANY AND THEY SHUT 
US DOWN. LEFT ME AND EVERYBODY 
T WORKED WITH WiTHOUuT ANY 


CHOOSE jF WE 60 OUT, iF A BUSINESS 
STAYS OPEN, WHERE WE 60 To SHOP. 
THEY'VE TAKEN ALL THAT AWAY. 


A LOT OF US FEEL 
THAT WE ARE 
LIVINGIN A STATE 
OF TYRANNY. 


ECONOMICALLY, iT iS KiLLINE OUR SMALL 
BUSINESSES. SoME OF THESE ComPANiES 
WiLL NEVER BE ABLE To Come BACK. 


THERE’S MoRE 
PEOPLE THAT HAVE Lost 
THEIR LIVEL'HOODS THAN 
HAVE GOTTEN SiCK FROM 

CORONAVIRUS. 


TE THEY CAN TAKE 
AWAY YOUR RIGHTS 
AT ANY TIME, iS THAT 

REALLY A RIGHT? 


MY PERSONAL MiSSiON WOULD BE To CONTINUE 
To HOLb THESE POLITICIANS ACCOUNTABLE To 
MAKE SURE THAT THIS NEVER HAPPENS AGAIN.I'M 
UNDER THE BELIEF THAT if THEY'VE ViOLATED OUR 

RIGHTS ONCE, THEY Will CONTINUE To Do So. 


y 
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INVOLNERABLE 


SARAH ALLi-BROWN WAS AN 14TH GRADER BusiLy 
STUDYING FoR THE SAT WHEN HER SCHOOL 
CLOSED. NOW SHE JH6ELES ONLINE LEARNING 
UJITH CARING FOR HER TWill @- YEAR-OLD 
BROTHERS, EMMANUEL AND SAMUEL. HER Mom 
UlORKS TWO JOBS AS A HOME HEALTH AIDE. 


WAS GiViNG iM ON ME THAT DAY T 
Foun b our WE WERE NoT GoiNG 
: BACK TO SCHOOL. 


TWAS WORKING ON GETTING MY 
PERMIT. T WAS TAKING COLLEGE 
CLASSES. I WAS DOING SO, $0, So, 
$0 mucH, AND iT'S LikE, NOWiT ALL 
HAS To STOP, FoR WHAT? 

ALimme Vikus? 


INTERVIEW ®\/ANAVANS| DIAZ-CORTES 


THAD To STAY HOME WITH THE TWINS, T HAD 
To HELP SAMUEL, WHO HAS AUTISM. I HAD TO 
Do My OWN bloRK, AS WELL. 


J KiND OF HAVE DAYS WHEN 
TM Like, "OH My GOSH, C 
usr CAN'T ANYMORE.” JT's 
WHEN J GET, LiKE, A TOTAL 
OF 20 ASSIGNMENTS FROM 
My TEACHERS AND THAVE 
EIGHT OTHER THINGS To DO 
AT HOME, ALL THE WHiLE 
STUDYING FOR THE SAT. 


GETTING iNTo COLLEGE WAS, LiKE, THERE ARE TIMES WHENT JUST WANT To Loek 

EVERYTHING To ME. I REALLY WANTED To 60 MYSELF in My ROOM AND TJuST WANT To CRY. 

To STANFORD. Bur Nowir’s Like, AMI Honestey. LUST WANT To CRY. Bur TKNOWL 
EVEN GOING TO GET INTO COLLEGE? CANT STOP BECAUSE EVERYONE DEPENDS ON ME. 


T HAVE To Pur THE TWINS FIRST. BECAUSE WHEN THiS i$ A STORY TCAN TELL THEM, LiKE, "WHEN 
I WAS iN THIRD GRADE, I HAD My MoM ALWAYS You Guys WERE 8, J WAS AT HOME WiTH You 
TEACHING ME AND HELPING ME, J WoutD WANT ALL DAY. AND YOu Guys WAS BLOWING MY MiND, 

THE SAME THIN & FOR THEM, TOO, BUT I STi MADE iT AND I STILL OVERCAME.” 


TAKING CARE OF 
us, I Guess. 


"OK"? CAI GET A GREAT’? AN 
= \\. "AWESOME? A" WONDERFUL’?! 
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ARE ON 7HE KY SE. 


THE DECLINE OF UNIONS HAS LED TO 
PROTEST MOVEMENTS WITHOUT TEETH. 
BUT STRIKES AIND CLASS CONSCIGUSNESS 


FEATURES 


NUMEROUS HOPEFULS PUT THEIR ENERGY 
INTO ORGANIZING FOR THE DEMOCRATIC 
SOCIALIST CANDIDATE BERNIE SANDERS, 
BUT I'M WARY OF ELECTORALISM AS THE 
MOST EFFECTIVE VEHICLE FOR CHANGE. 


MY LANDLORD WOULD MAKE 
EVERYONE GO THROUGH A 
HARSH APPROVAL PROCESS FOR 
SUBTENANTS... 


..LEVERAGING THEIR COLLECTIVE POWER 
IN STRIKES, BOYCOTTS, AND OTHER MEANS 
OF DISRUPTION. 


WE GOT MANY FELLOW TENANTS ON 
BOARD, FROM AT LEAST 15 BUILDINGS 
THROUGHOUT THE CITY... 


.. WE EMAILED HER FROM AN 
ANONYMOUS ACCOUNT EXPLAINING 
OUR DEMANDS AND THAT WE WOULD 
NEGOTIATE COLLECTIVELY RATHER 
THAN INDIVIDUALLY. 


MANY FACTIONS FURTHER LEFT 
OF SANDERS, FROM SOCIALISTS TO 
ANARCHISTS, BELIEVE THAT THE CHANGE 
SOCIAL JUSTICE ADVOCATES SEEK WILL 
NOT COME FROM WHO JS IN POWER, BUT 
FROM WORKERS, TENANTS, STUDENTS, 
AND THE GENERAL POPULACE... 


.. WHICH EFFECTIVELY RAISED THE 
RENT BECAUSE PEOPLE COULDN'T FIND 
HOUSEMATES WHO SHE WOULD APPROVE. 


“a 


IN RECENT YEARS IN THE U.S. WE'VE SEEN 
MASS PROTEST MOVEMENTS THAT 
RESULTED IN LITTLE GOVERNMENT ACTION. 
BUT ARE PRESIDENTS THE REAL DRIVERS 
FOR RADICAL REFORMS? 

OR DOES COLLECTIVE ACTION HAVE A 
BIGGER EFFECT, REGARDLESS OF WHO IS IN 
POWER? 


SHE CONCEDED AND NOW 
WE'RE ABLE TO CHOOSE 
OUR OWN SUBTENANTS. 


THE BEGINNING OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
WAS RIFE WITH COLLECTIVE ACTION. 
IN 1919, OVER 4 MILLION WORKERS IN 

THE U.S. (25% OF ALL PRIVATE SECTOR 

EMPLOYEES) WENT ON STRIKE. 


WE NEED A SAFETY 
RAISE! EQUIPMENT! 


SOMETIMES A STRIKE WOULD BE 
PUT DOWN WITH VIOLENCE VIA HIRED 
ENFORCERS OR THE NATIONAL GUARD, 

BUT OFTEN WORKERS WON THEIR 

DEMANDS. 


SURE HOPE NONE OF 
US DIE THIS TIME... 


WONDER IF WE SHOULD 
GIVE THE JAPANESE 
UNIONS A VOTE... 


WORKERS ORGANIZED THEMSELVES, BUT 
SOCIALIST GROUPS AND ANARCHISTS LIKE 
THE INTERNATIONAL WORKERS OF THE 
WORLD WERE ALSO ACTIVE, AND HELPED 
WORKERS SECURE AID AND PLAN TACTICS. 


"MONDAY 
MORNING YOU 
HAVE GOT TO 

CLOSE THE MILLS 
THAT YOU HAVE 
CAUSED TO SHUT 
DOWN, TIGHTER 
THAN YOU HAVE 
THEM NOW!" 


JOSEPH ETTOR, 
IWW ORGANIZER 


IN THE 1920S, STRIKE ACTIVITY DROPPED 
SEVERELY, POSSIBLY DUE TO INCREASED 
ECONOMIC PROSPERITY AND A NEGATIVE 
CAMPAIGN THAT IMPLIED UNIONS WERE 
LINKED TO THE RECENT "RED" BOLSHEVIK 
REVOLUTION. 


WE LOCKED UNIONS ARE 
UP THE IWW UNAMERICAN 

AND SOCIALIST ANYWAY. 
LEADERSHIP! 


THEN, IN 192.9, THE STOCK 
MARKET CRASHED. 
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THE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM PROMISED 
UNEMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE, PUBLIC 


IN 1932, AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF THE 
GREAT DEPRESSION, DEMOCRAT 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT RAN FOR 
PRESIDENT. 


REPEAL OF PROHIBITION. 


"WE SEEK TO BUILD UP 
AND IMPROVE -- 
TO PUT THESE 
INDUSTRIES INTO 

A POSITION WHERE 
THEIR WHEELS WILL 
TURN..." 


"THROUGHOUT THIS GREAT CRISIS 
THE STRICKEN ARMY OF THE 
UNEMPLOYED HAS BEEN PATIENT, 
LAW-ABIDING, ORDERLY - BECAUSE 
THEY ARE HOPEFUL." 


"AND WHERE OPPORTUNITY WILL BE GIVEN 
TO THEM TO RE-EMPLOY THE MILLIONS OF 
WORKERS THEY HAVE LAID OFF." 


ROOSEVELT ASSUMED OFFICE IN 1933, AND 
HIS FIRST MAJOR LEGISLATION WAS A BILL 
CRAFTED TO SERVE BIG BUSINESS, WITH 
UNENFORCEABLE LIP SERVICE TO WORKERS. 


ACCORDING TO HISTORIAN HOWARD ZINN, 
ROOSEVELT'S PRIMARY GOAL WAS "TO 
REORGANIZE CAPITALISM IN SUCH A WAY AS 
TO OVERCOME THE CRISIS AND STABILIZE 
THE SYSTEM.” 


HIS CAMPAIGN WAS CHAMPIONED BY 
WEALTHY NEWSPAPER BUSINESSMAN 
WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST. HE WON. 


WORKS PROJECTS AND (IMPORTANTLY) THE - 


BUT THAT SAME YEAR, STRIKE ACTIVITY 
SWIFTLY ROSE TOWARD THE 1919 PEAK. 
ALL MANNER OF GROUPS OUTSIDE THE 

ELITES ORGANIZED ON CLASS LINES, 
INCLUDING TENANTS AND THE UNEMPLOYED. 


IF YOU EVICT 'EM, 
WE'LL PUT 'EM BACK INI 


WHEN THE NATIONAL GUARD WAS CALLED, 
STRIKERS EDUCATED THEM ABOUT THEIR 
ROLE AS STRIKEBREAKERS. 


THE BOSSES SEEK TO 
DIVIDE OUR CLASS! 


IN TOLEDO, ONE FAMED STRIKE SAW 
10 THOUSAND AUTO WORKERS WALK OUT 
FOR BETTER WAGES. THE UNEMPLOYED 
ORGANIZED AND PICKETED ALONGSIDE THEM. 


SOME GUARDSMEN BECAME SYMPATHETIC; 
STRIKERS FOUGHT THE REMAINING GUARD 
USING WHAT TODAY WE MIGHT CALL 
"GUERRILLA TACTICS" AND 
FORCED THEIR RETREAT. 
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SOCIOLOGISTS JENKINS AND BRENTS 
CONTEND THAT "AN EXPANDING PROTEST 
WAVE CREATED SUFFICIENT ECONOMIC 
DISRUPTIONS AND POLITICAL VOLATILITY 
THAT THE POLITICAL LEADERS BECAME 
CONVINCED OF AN EMERGING POLITICAL 
CRISIS, THEREBY PLACING SOCIAL REFORMS 
ON THE NATIONAL POLITICAL AGENDA." 


THIS WAS ACCOMPANIED BY THE PASSING 
OF POLICIES WE REMEMBER ROOSEVELT 
FOR TODAY: HUGE PUBLIC WORKS 
PROJECTS AND THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT. 


MARION 
GREENWOOD 


THE YEAR AFTER THE STRIKE WAVE, 
THE ROOSEVELT ADMINISTRATION PASSED 
THE WAGNER ACT, ENFORCING THE EARLIER 
NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL RECOVERY ACT THAT 
HAD ENABLED COLLECTIVE BARGAINING. 


"[THE UNENFORCED NIRA LEGISLATION] 

LED TO A PROCESSION OF BLOODY AND 

COSTLY STRIKES, WHICH IN SOME CASES 

SWELLED ALMOST TO THE MAGNITUDE 
OF NATIONAL EMERGENCIES." 


SENATOR \WZ4 
ROBERT WAGNER | ae 


BY THE TIME OF ROOSEVELT'S 
RE-ELECTION CAMPAIGN, HEARST HAD 
RESCINDED SUPPORT AND TAKEN TO 

SMEARING HIM IN HIS PAPERS. 


ar) SSS Fray 
"THAVE NOT STATED... WHETHER THE 
PRESIDENT WILLINGLY OR UNWILLINGLY 
RECEIVED THE SUPPORT OF THE KARL 
MARX SOCIALISTS... COMMUNISTS AND 
ANARCHISTS... BOLSHEVIKS..." 


HE HAS DONE HIS BEST TO DESERVE THE 
SUPPORT OF ALL SUCH DESTRUCTIVE 
ELEMENTS." 


"THE LAST LIBERAL AMERICAN PRESIDENT 
WAS NOT A DEMOCRAT. THE LAST LIBERAL 
AMERICAN PRESIDENT TURNS OUT TO HAVE 

BEEN RICHARD M. NIXON." 


MARK SHIELDS, COLUMNIST AND 
FORMER DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGN MANAGER, 
(WASHINGTON POST, 8/4/96) 


POLITICAL SCIENTIST MICHAEL GOLDFIELD 
LIKENS THE '60S, FILLED WITH SIT-INS, 
BOYCOTTS, DRAFT DODGING, ECONOMIC 
DISRUPTION, AND VOTER VOLATILITY, 
TO THE '30S. REFORMS WERE 
FORCED ON THE TABLE AGAIN. 


MLK HAD BEEN ASSASSINATED IN THE SPRING 
OF 1968; RIOTS HAD ENSUED AND AGITATION 
FROM THE MILITANT LEFT HAD CONTINUED. 


"IN MANY RESPECTS NIXON WAS THE 
LAST LIBERAL PRESIDENT." 


NOAM CHOMSKY, LINGUIST, 
PHILOSOPHER, POLITICAL ACTIVIST, 
(HUFFINGTON POST 2/21/14) 


PARTS OF ORGANIZED LABOR WERE THEN 
ENGAGED IN A FIGHT FOR FEDERALLY 
BACKED WORKER SAFETY COMPENSATION, 
WITH THE UNITED STEELWORKERS LEADING 
LOBBYING EFFORTS. 
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IN NIXON'S FIRST MONTH IN OFFICE, 
MEMBERS OF THE UNITED MINE WORKERS 
OF AMERICA STAGED MASSIVE WILDCAT 
STRIKES* THAT DISRUPTED COAL MINING 

IN OHIO, PENNSYLVANIA, AND WEST VIRGINIA 
TO DEMAND COMPENSATION FOR 
BLACK LUNG DISEASE. 


AS 2 ies i 


* STRIKES WITHOUT UNION LEADERSHIP 


NIXON WROTE IN HIS MEMOIRS: "ALTHOUGH 
PUBLICLY | CONTINUED TO IGNORE THE 
RAGING ANTIWAR CONTROVERSY... | KNEW, 
HOWEVER, THAT AFTER ALL THE PROTESTS 
AND THE MORATORIUM, AMERICAN PUBLIC 
OPINION WOULD BE SERIOUSLY DIVIDED BY 
ANY MILITARY ESCALATION OF THE WAR." 


IN APRIL 1970, THE UNITED AUTO WORKERS 
HELPED FUND THE FIRST EARTH DAY 
AND PRINTED AND MAILED ALL OF THE 
MATERIALS FOR THE EVENT. 


MEANWHILE PROTESTS AGAINST THE 
VIETNAM WAR WERE ESCALATING. 
THE 1969 MORATORIUM 
TO END THE WAR ON VIETNAM, 
ORIGINALLY A CALL FOR A GENERAL STRIKE, 
WAS A MASS NATIONWIDE DEMONSTRATION 
FOLLOWED BY A MARCH IN D.C. 


NIXON WAS NOTORIOUSLY RACIST, 

BUT A YEAR AFTER THE MLK RIOTS, 

HE CREATED AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 
QUOTA SYSTEM THAT LED TOTAL BLACK 
INCOME TO RISE 32% FROM 1969 TO 1972. 


BY THE END OF THE YEAR, 4.7% OF ALL 
WORKERS HAD GONE ON STRIKE, 
AROUND 2.5 MILLION PEOPLE. 


= 
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BEFORE TAKING OFFICE, NIXON HAD 
ZERO RECORD OF CONSERVATION, LET 
ALONE ENVIRONMENTALISM, BUT IN THE 
FINAL MONTH OF 1970, HE CREATED THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
THROUGH EXECUTIVE ORDER AND SIGNED 
THE CLEAN AIR ACT. 


IT'S TRUE THAT NIXON PRESIDED OVER 
A DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS, BUT MORE 
RECENT PRESIDENTS HAVE FACED THE 
SAME WITHOUT PASSING OR WRITING 
EQUIVALENT REFORMS INTO LAW. 


GEORGE H.W. BUSH BARACK OBAMA 


RIGHT-TO-WORK LAWS AROSE IN 1947 
AND SLOWLY BECAME MORE PREVALENT. 
THEY PROHIBIT UNIONS FROM NEGOTIATING 
CONTRACTS WHERE ALL MEMBERS WOULD 
BE REQUIRED TO PAY DUES, CUTTING INTO 
ORGANIZING FUNDS. 


BACK IN '47 THEY 
ADDED SOME 
RESTRICTIONS... 


HE ALSO SIGNED THE OCCUPATIONAL 
SAFETY AND HEALTH ACT, WHICH CREATED 
THE OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH 

ADMINISTRATION. 


WHAT MAY HAVE MARKED THE END OF 
LIBERALISM IN THE U.S. WAS THE COLLAPSE 
OF AN IMPORTANT PRESENCE IN PROTEST 

COALITIONS: UNIONS. 

IN THE MID-1970S, UNION MEMBERSHIP 

RATES PLUMMETED, THANKS IN PART TO 
"RIGHT-TO-WORK" BILLS. 


% OF WAGED & SALARIED 
WORKERS IN UNIONS 


COLLECTIVE ACTION IN THE WORKPLACE 
HAD BEEN CODIFIED, 
THEN PROTECTED BY THE STATE, 
AND THEN SLOWLY WHITTLED AWAY. 


WE AREN'T 
SUPPOSED 
TO WILDCAT 
STRIKE... 


OR DO 
CERTAIN 
BOYCOTTS 
4 OR PICKETS... 


SN 
VAS 
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WITH THE LEFT DISMANTLED AND 
LABOR ON THE DOWNSWING, PROTEST 


MOVEMENTS IN THE LATE 20TH AND EARLY 


21ST CENTURY MAY HAVE LOST MUCH 
OF THEIR LEVERAGE, AND WITH IT, THEIR 
POWER TO REFORM. 


| WENT TO THE 

BIG PROTESTS... 

WHAT WAS THE 
POINT? 


IN 2018, TEACHERS IN WEST VIRGINIA, 
OKLAHOMA, COLORADO, KENTUCKY AND 


ARIZONA ORGANIZED WILD CAT STRIKES FOR 


BETTER WAGES AND SMALLER CLASS SIZES. 


OUR LEADERSHIP ISN'T 
MILITANT ENOUGH. 
WE NEED TO STRIKE. 


YET IN RECENT YEARS, PRO-LEFT 
SENTIMENT HAS BEEN ON THE UPSWING, 
AND IN 2018 THERE WERE MORE PEOPLE 
ON STRIKE IN THE U.S. THAN ANY YEAR 

SINCE 1986. 


ALIN! [\ 


IN 2020, UNIONIZING IS BEGINNING TO 
INCREASE AGAIN IN CALIFORNIA. AND ONCE 
AGAIN UNIONS ARE MAKING DEMANDS NOT 

JUST FOR THEMSELVES. 


AND PEOPLE ARE ORGANIZING THEMSELVES 
OUTSIDE THE CONFINES OF WHAT THE 
STATE RECOGNIZES. 


AREN'T YOU WORRIED 
THAT LANDLORDS 
WILL FIND OUT WHAT 
YOU'RE DOING? 


.. THEN I'D LIKE TO GET ORGANIZED. 


WE DON'T THINK 

OF OURSELVES AS 

"ORGANIZING THE 
PEOPLE." 


IF ORGANIZING CAN SECURE WAGE 
INCREASES, STAVE OFF RENT INCREASES, 
AND POSSIBLY BRING ABOUT REFORMS 

IN THE WAKE OF ALL THIS... 


NOT REALLY... MOST OF THEM 
DON'T KNOW WHAT THIS MEANS... 


IF LANDLORDS FIND 
OUT WHAT WE'RE 
DOING AND THEY'RE 
SCARED OF US, 
THAT MEANS WE 
HAVE POWER. 


"ZOLSIA," TANC ORGANIZER 


IN MARCH 2020 | DECIDED TO BECOME A 
DUES-PAYING MEMBER OF TANC. WE'LL 
SEE WHERE IT GOES. 


WE ARE THE PEOPLE, 
ORGANIZING 
OURSELVES. 
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“For me, the big concern with a blackout was 


we wouldn't have access to alerts telling us if 


mee we heed to evacuate, When the power goes out, 


we don't have cell phone service, email... 


| just made 
the decision 
to evacuate, 


we were 
evacuating, 


‘its the power 
Mia 


If California were a country, 
its 39,5 million residents would 
outnumber the population of 
Canada, Poland, or Morocco, 
And the state largely runs on 

Pacific Gas and Bealtis 
(PG&E), a utility 
company that 
provides power 
to 16 million 
Californians, 


"| had this pit of dread 
in my stomach: how are we 
going to Know to leave in 
the event of a fire?” 


| don't know about the viability 
of living in California long term—and 
I'm saying that as someone who doesh't 
have the money to move, And | say 
that feeling like | love this land, 


In 2018, 
PG&E started 
shutting of € 
the lig ts, 


November 8 2018 


The Camp Fire killed 86 people 
and destroyed 18 000 homes, 


A faulty PG&E 

power line ignited what 

would become the deadliest wildfire 
in California history: the Camp Fire. 


Fire is a natural part of California's 
ecology, But state investigators found 
that the Camp Fire was not caused 
by nature—it was started by PG&E, 
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Starting in 2018's fire season, POAE Many people 

started staging intentional blackouts The state legislature initially supported had little or 

during high winds—shutting off power the plan to use blackouts as a last resort, no warning of 

rather fai risk catastrophe with its But over the next year, the loss of the blackout. 

poorly maintained equipment, power became its own disaster, POKE's website I+ assumes 
eee Wr that ses who 
OC ikedic are able-bodied or 

well-resourced would 
sor 
ackup 


rushed to find be able to 
information, eh either get 
The blackouts aoe en ot aoe til or go to 
rs hotels or travel 
to places outside 
of the planned 
shutoff zones, 


What we heed are more resources 
specifically from PG&E because they can The Shasta County food bank 
certainly afford it... saw requests for food jump 
34% in October, Many families 
lined up at food banks after 
having to throw out their 
spoiled groceries, 


PG&E needs 
to be providing 
local governments 
with resources to 
be able to reach 
residents, * 


*'How California Blackouts Are Impacting People With Disabilities,” Here & Now, WBUR 
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bie atten Incelone peer eee - ) Wealthy people also shell out for 
They're | dye backup ners io —_ private firefighting forces... 
The PG&E shutoffs have been ew ‘ —_ _ | people who can afford them. — —_ 
applied broadly and with little to f/ ‘t's about dog-eat-dog \ 
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no strategic planning, It requires, | capitalism meetin 
again, that questioning: Who in the climate change. It's about 
hell designed your system? corporate greed meeting 


yr mT ) J 
climate change, S, - TAI il 7 


...and can more easily bear the costs 
of evacuation and relocation, 


Meanwhile, on the front lines of 
the Camp Fire were 500 incarcerated 
people who work as firefighters—and are 
paid as little as ata day. 
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California's experiences show who . 
will pay the steepest costs of the While actively fighting a fire, 


climate crisis, the incarcerated firefighters are paid 
a bonus of an additional $1 an hour, 
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In California, there's talk of the \ S ali LY | 2 S 


state taking over PGKE—turning 
it from a private, profit-driven 
company to a public utility, 


ee. 


But right now, the future 


for the country's most populous 
state looks patchy: PG&E has said 
blackouts will likely continue for 
the next ten years. 


“a 
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What will the world 
look like by then? 


STRIPS 


Gemma Correll Joey Alison Sayers 


CHILDREN’S BOoKS FoR THE Lt’s okay. God will take care of 


you. He’s infinitely powerful. 


| PERCENT 
ee 


THE LITTLE 
PRIVATE JET 


Do my bidding, my) - 


Quit goofing around teritacled children. 


get back to work! 


and GIANT 
PORSCHE 


ye] Dor’ eat thal, Qvqz! Lin not 
§(& 4oing To clean up your barf. 
» MA UN, J\ 


; 


fim) 


STRIPS 


Charis JB 


Another month, 
another refill! 
\ 
Glad you were able 
to scrape together 
enough money to 
afford your co-pay 


Why are you so 
much cheaper in 


this month! other countries!? 


I mean, look, it's not my fault that drugs 
aren't regulated as strictly in the U.S. 
as they are in other countries! 


> 


It's your responsibility to vote 
for change if you want it so bad! 


Sure, the cost of production 
is mad cheap, but when 
you can have a monopoly 
on the American market 

because there are fewer 


regulations, then why not? —Ok, not only is that 
unethical, but I'm pretty 
\ sure it’s also illegal?? 
That's just good, honest 
capitalism, fam. 


Here, make sure 
things don't change. 


You got it, bro. 


Matt Bors 


TRUMP’S LAWYERS HAVE ARGUED THE PRESIDENT 
CAN LEGALLY KILL PEOPLE ON FIFTH AVENUE 
WITHOUT BEING INVESTIGATED. 


DISHONEST 
REPORTER. 
IT’S MY RIGHT. 


HEY TRUMP, VT” you nave aN 


APPOINTMENT! 


[ STUFF. 
| PERFECTLY 


SEEMS DISTURBING, SURE, BUT MAYBE LET'S 
KEEP THE IDEA AROUND FOR A WHILE... 
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WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING?! 
PUT ME DOWN! 


PRESIDENT AOC?! | 
W-WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING? 


Wow, 
HIS EYES 
ARE STILL 
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Michael DeForge 


THERE WERE HUNDREDS OF USON SET. WE WERE 
SUPPOSED TO BE, LIKE, ANDROID SPACE REFUGEES? 


" 


ia 


UI 


THE SHOOT WAS GOING LONG. WE WERE ALL 
STARVING. DUE TO SOME MIX-UP, CRAFT SERVICES 
DIDN'T HAVE ENOUGH TO FEED US ALL 

(Cae 


A FEW SUMMERS AGO, ! DID SOME WORK AS AN 
EXTRA. | WAS IN SOME SORT OF SCI-FI EPIC. 


WE HAD DUMB OUTFITS ON AND SOME CLUNKY 
PLASTIC TECHNO SHIT GLUED TO OUR FACES 


CREDACTEDI WAS THE STAR OF THE MOVIE, AND HE WAS 
BEING A WHINY DIPSHIT DIVA ABOUT COMING OUT OF 
HIS DRESSING ROOM AND FILMING HIS DAMN LINES 


WE HAD ALREADY BEEN ON SET FOR II, 12 HOURS 
WE WERE LOSING IT 


WE SEIZED CONTROL OF THE SET AND ALL THE 
FILM EQUIPMENT , 


AFTER WE DECLARED THE SET ITS OWN NATION STATE, 
WE LOST TRACK OF THE DIRECTOR. SOME BELIEVED 
HE MANAGED TO FLEE BEFORE THE BARRICADES 


THE SET WAS MOSTLY FLIMSY PLASTER PAINTED TO 
LOOK LIKE METAL, BUT IT WAS ENOUGH TO BUILD OUR 
CITIES AND TOWNS WITH 


rs ae Ye. é 
RR aS 


AFEW OF US TRIED TO LEAVE, BUT APA. TOLD US 
THEY'D WITHHOLD OUR PAY IF WE WALKED OFF BEFORE 
SHOOTING FINISHED. THEN THE RIOT STARTED 


ae 


EITHER OUT OF FEAR OR SOLIDARITY, THE FILM'S 
SUPPORTING CAST QUICKLY JOINED OUR RANKS 
TO ASSIST US IN BEHEADING (REDACTED) 


THERE HAD BEEN SOME RUMORS THAT HE SNUCK 
INTO HAIR AND MAKEUP IN ORDER TO FASHION A 
DISGUISE TO DISCREETLY LIVE AMONG US_7_ | 


Ri 


WE SET UP FARMS AROUND THE MAKESHIFT PAPIER- 
MACHE ALIEN LANDSCAPE AND TRADED RESOURCES 
FROM NEIGHBORING FILM AND T.v. SETS 


IN FACT, THE SET OF THE SITCOM _CREDACTEDI WAS 
SO INSPIRED BY WHAT WE WERE DOING THAT THEY 
ALSO ADAPTED OUR SOCIO-ECONOMIC SYSTEM 


UNFORTUNATELY, [REDACTED] WAS CANCELED AFTER 
THEIR THIRD SEASON'S LACKLUSTER RATINGS 


| STRUCK UP A ROMANCE WITH LINDA FROM THE 
COSTUME DEPARTMENT 


US EXTRAS DION'T HAVE MUCH TO PASS TIME WITH, 
SO WE USED THE SET'S EQUIPMENT TO FOSTER A 
CULTURE AROUND FILMMAKING 


445 


| DON'T DO FILM WORK ANYMORE. | DID TAKE LINDA 


TO SEE THE FINISHED MOVIE WHEN IT CAME OUT 


THE FINAL RUN TIME WAS 1,421,280 MINUTES, MORE 
OR LESS TYPICAL FOR THESE BLOCKBUSTERS 


| BECAME A_ FURNITURE MAKER. WE HAD THREE 
CHILDREN TOGETHER 


THE CREW WAS VERY HAPPY TO GIVE EVERYONE 
LESSONS IN WHATEVER WE NEEDED — CAMERAS, 
AUDIO, STORYBOARDING, EFFECTS, WHATEVER 


A FEW OTHERS GOT EXPERIMENTAL WITH IT. ARTY, 
WEIRD STUFF... 


THE STUDIO EVENTUALLY TORE DOWN THE SET 
IN ORDER TO SHOOT SOME SUPERHERO THING 


THE STUDIO VSED ALL THE EXTRA FOOTAGE WE 
SHOT IN ORDER TO COMPLETE IT 


STRIPS 
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Kasia Babis Matt Lubchansky 


THE NORTH AMERICAN WASTELAND, 2067 C.E. YOU'LL NEVER GET 


o AWAY WITH THIS, 
WHE ROWER of trickle-down economics si ey 


SPIDER-MAN! 


THE VALUE 
OF SOMEONE'S 
HARO WORK 


THE INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY CURRENTLY 
IN USE BELONGS 
TO THE DISNEY 
CORPORATION. 


BOSS NEW CAR 
_ ANG YEARLY BONUS 


+». CEASE 
AND DESIST, 
IMMEDIATELY! 


LANOLORD'S 
PROFIT 


TM WONDERING 
IF WE SHOULD START ene 
DOING SOME ORIGINAL : 
WORKS FOR ONCE! BRENT Bee 
, ART TO YOU? 


LANOLORO'S 


p LIVELIHOOD 
MORTGAGE ¢ ‘eer 


Ben Passmore 


i 
OL 


Cesk 


Sars 


in the gutter Of Amerikkka while you /|A| revolutionary meee ee 
coolin! with that appropriating fp 

Prtcww - f of th Power Man, not 

omeidhis facade stl fos a New Educational 


\iniess 
| 


f \.\ : i hi We alll fighting for scraps down here With the right 
—_\ epcat hero throwing his y 
chicken and a Eecon down on oe of hi x H Ln < 
big-time drag enemies, Cottonmouth/ E> = COMES Be 


Book : >_< or Iron bro 
ffi Tr ae or sister 


sy 2 [| 


This the last 
time you rob 
round here’ 


: ‘ aI They‘te some You can't shuck 
Hey, Lil Huey/ How's J . WW wont have L eS uck and 
ithanging, baby? Agy"h,” wh | OA" wh Crerinals babs Power, man, until Jive Out Of this, one, 


you recogn ize ( Cotton mouth’ 
your power, man/ f_S } 


a : 
They are agents of KK JE ; , 4 
i You don You Pigs Sta That like th 
the epyresady” iad dig af need eel y Out! Me ‘ake henece! 


They Come in and beat on materialism, +o \y) over, baby! 
our brothers and sisters 5 see how the ff _, 
for being poor’ , system works, COINTELPRO 
: my brother’ / } gets us all killed/ 


NA 


Eric Haven 


&|nkwell 


THe SAFE WORD 
iS Comics. 


DUE TO HIGHLY ELEVATED LEVELS OF SOCIETAL 
PANIC, MAN-SLOTH WAS ASKED TO ADDRESS AN 
EMERGENCY MEETING OF THE UNITED NATIONS. 


WHILE TOURING CHERNOBYL, SOCIOLOGIST DAVID GORN 
WAS BITTEN BY A RADIOACTIVE SLOTH. HE SOON FOUND 
HE HAD, IN EFFECT, BECOME A HYBRID... A MAN-SLOTH. 


= A | _— 


F SLOWLY... EVER SO SLOWLY... MAN-SLOTH RAISED HIS 
THREE-TOED HANDS, WHEN HE FINALLY SPOKE, 
HIS VOICE WAS BUT A WHISPER... 


7/CET THE PRESIDENT W 
{ ON THE PHONE ~ NOW! ] 


* 
Le 


Illustration by Eleri Harris 


EVENTUALLY, THE PANDEMIC WAS DEFEATED AND THE EARTH'S Love hurts, and emotions are raw right now. membership program, you empower us — 
CLIMATE CRISIS WAS ABATED. NORMALCY RETURNED... At The Nib, our passion is trying to make to keep going and to create a safe space | T H o N ‘It 


THANKS TO THE CALMING REASSURANCE OF MAN-SLOTH. sense of the world through the art of comics. _ for the stories that bind us all together. 
When you support The Inkwell, our monthly Submit today at thenib.com/inkwell. 


Z™~ 


Let te r S to Drugs, activism, crystals imbued with magic... 


t h eG E d ito ir we all draw our energy from somewhere. We asked The Nib’s 
Drawn by Chelsea Saunders Inkwell members what gives them power. 


MY DAD OUTLINED HIS HAND ON THE STRONG LADY ARMS THAT CAN MARCHING INTO A COAL POWER PLANT WITH 70 OTHER 
BACK OF A PICTURE FRAME. WHEN I WANT OUT- PULL-UP MOST MEN! PEOPLE TO REMOVE THE COAL AND SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE 
EXTRA POWER, I TURN THE FRAME OVER — JADE BUCKET BY BUCKET! — DANA 

AND PLACE MY HAND IN HIS. — ZACH 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


KNITTING BABY BLANKETS FOR 4 MG OF ESTRADIOL DAILY, AND 
PREMATURE BABIES AT THE LOCAL STRIPED THIGH-HIGHS. 
HOSPITAL. — HELENA — CASEY 


\/ | q 
PUBLIC RECORDS LAWS AND OPEN AN | BUYING MYSELF A NEW VIBRATOR. GETTING DIAGNOSED WITH ASPERGER'S A POT OF VERY STRONG TEA, 
MEE _ or oe “I | — alyssa AFTER 40-SOMETHING YEARS OF CIGARETTES, AND A SIDE ORDER OF 
ae Hs ? BEWILDERMENT AND TREADING OPPOSITIONAL RAGE. — SHARYN 
es METAPHORICAL WATER, BECAUSE —> 
KNOWLEDGE IS POWER. — STEVE _ Q- oS 


MEETINGS RULES. 
AN ay 


THE POWER ISSUE 
%o(ilnlastlace ae 


Editor and eafures 
Publisher > Editor 


ERES! 
HARRIS 


Associate 


Editor 


MATT LUBCHANSKY 
Contributing Editors 

ANDY WARNER 

SARAH MIRK 

WHIT TAYLOR 
Editorial Assistant 
ff, DELTA VASQUEZ 
Q 5 ) Copy Editor 
‘ Or KJERSTIN JOHNSON 
<= Vol 2- Ne 2 MAY 2020 


€ ALL COMICS COPYRIGHT THEIR | 


Design : 


RESPECTIVE CREATORS. NO 4 
MARK § REPRODUCTION WITHOUT PERMISSION 
KAUFMAN p EXCEPT FOR SHORT EXCERPTS FOR 
FOLLOWUS ONLINE REVIEW PURPOSES. J 
FOR DAILY COMICS 
ATTheNib.com 8 iiustrationsy BOM SCIOLI a 


a 
FBC » PRINTED IN THE USA BY SHERIDAN § 
eee es eee eee 


ie ONE MAKES COMICS, BOTH FICTION AND NONFICTION. 
SLA RARE MUTATION ALLOWS HIM TO BE BOTH REMEMBERED 


ae AND FORGOTTEN Tae Sy 
- @ SIMULTANEOUSLY : 
PAARIARI ees 


MARIE canes: 


1S ASTORY ARTIST 
AND ILLUSTRATOR. 
SHE WISHES SHE 
COULD TELEPORT 
TO HELP OTHERS 
ESCAPE CRISIS. 
(BUT ALSO To 
ACQUIRE HER 
FAVORITE 


IS A CARTOONIST BASED 

: OUT OF CHICAGO, 

By ILLINOIS. SHE’D LOVE TO 

‘@) 8E ABLE To SEE GHOSTS 
al 6SO SHE COULD BE THEIR 


FOODS FROM 
AROUND THE 
WORLD AT 
ANY TIME.) 


\S A TORONTO-BASED 
ILLUSTRATOR AND COMICS 
ARTIST, SHE WOULD LOVE 
TO HAVE THE POWER TO FIND 
LOST OBJECTS, ESPECIALLY 
OF THE STUCK-IN-THE- 
COUCH VARIETY. 


IS ACOMICS ARTIST AND 
ILLUSTRATOR FROM SAN JUAN, 
PUERTO RICO. SHE WOULD 
LOVE To MANIFEST COLORFUL 
SPARKS FROM HER FINGERS. 


\S ALITERARY SCHOLAR 

AND COMICS WRITER. HE 
WOULD LIKE TO BE A MAGIC- 
WIELDING TELEPORTER, 


Also featuring: Max Loh, A. Andrews, 
Taylor Crockett, Ally Shwed, Ezra Claytan Daniels, Chelsea Saunders, Robin Tess, Maki Naro, Matthew Francis, 
Trinidad Escobar, Luke Healy, Vreni Stollberger, Thi Bui, Sophie Yanow, Colleen Tighe, Gemma Correll, Joyce Rice, 
Joey Alison Sayers, Charis JB, Michael DeForge, Kasia Babis, Eric Haven, Richie Pope, and Ben Passmore. 


There was the FILM, the ALBUM, the TOUR, and NOW: . y 
TENACIOUS D’S ~ +He INKWERQ 


4 Z Hall oF FAM2 - 


our success. 
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POST-APOGALYPTO 
HEGRAPHICNOVEL ® 


Out now from Fantagraphics Books 
FANTAGRAPHICS.COM/POST-APOCALYPTO 


SCHEMATIC 1. amit aw 3 PAULI OJALA 5. STEVEN CLOUD 
KEY: 2. MONTUCKY 4.RoN NELSON 6 LOGAN & REY 
WOODSTOCK 
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POWER 


ALL POWER TO 
THE CARTOONISTS! 
Artists from around the world 
share stories of power and 
possibility, from Ta-Nehisi Coates 
discussing Black Panther to 
Nate Powell on cosplaying Nazis. 


INSIDE: 

e Plutonium prospects! 

e Patriarchal propaganda! 
e Police profiteers! 

e Persistent protesters! 


